
World Equestrian Center Highlights

Wilmington Winter Classic XIV

The $30,000 CWD Grand Prix was the
highlight event of the WEC –
Wilmington Winter Classic 14. Junior
rider Amy Krebs (USA) secured her
third grand prix win of the circuit with
Jabantos.

“WEC has really helped me get more
comfortable at this height. Even
offering the Futures Prix is so helpful. I
started there. I was able to bring up a
horse that was new to the level in that
class. The courses aren’t overfacing,
and it has really helped build my
confidence. I wouldn’t have been able
to gallop down to big jumps without
doing so many of these classes.”
Photo by Winslow Photography

Horses were in top form over Michael
Pegg’s (CAN) tracks for the $15,000
USHJA National Open Hunter Derby
sponsored by Hagyard Equine Medical
Institute at WEC – Wilmington. After
two competitive rounds, Jason Berry
ultimately bested the class aboard The
Boy Friend, owned by David Beisel.
Berry is thankful for his special
friendship with the Beisel family.

“It is really important to us to cultivate
such special friendships like theirs. We
are so happy to help each other when
need be. It is so special to have close
relationships at the show and in the
industry, and we are really thankful for
them.”
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Megan Bash (USA) and her own
Jackson VDL galloped around the short
course nearly 10 seconds faster than
the second-place time and, as the only
double clear round, took their second
consecutive win in the
$10,000 Kentucky Equine
Research Futures Prix at WEC –
Wilmington.

“I had no idea I would be the only
double clear. I went for it like there
were going to be people chasing me. I
thought I was fast last week, but wow
was I fast today! I knew there were 21
in it, so I had to go for it.”
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Ocala Winter Spectacular XI
The $100,000 Hampton Green
Farms Grand Prix marked a historic
occasion as the event took place for
the first time under the lights of the
WEC Stadium, attracting a group of
elite athletes eager to experience the
new atmosphere. Ultimately, it was the
dynamic partnership of Sharn Wordley
(NZL) and Valentine Car that emerged
victorious at WEC – Ocala.

“The atmosphere here is fantastic. It’s
like the horses are showing at a
different venue, and it makes a world of
difference. I think that’s something that
sets this place on a whole different
level. It’s already the most amazing
place in the world, and this ring makes
it even more incredible.” 
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Watch the Winning Jump-Off Round for Sharn Wordley and
Valentine Car in the $100,000 Hampton Green Farms Grand Prix

Watch Here

Daniel Geitner demonstrated mastery
of the different Hunt and Go format in
Week XI's $20,000 Golden
Ocala 3’6”-3’9” Hunter Derby at WEC –
Ocala, clinching first place aboard Your
Welcome BC and second place with
Aeronautic.

“This is [Your Welcome BC's] first big
derby. He’s such a star. He hasn’t
shown all week. He didn’t hand walk [in
the show ring] because we wanted him
to be fresh. He is just a star. He was
bred to be a star. [Owner and trainer]
Don Stewart has done an amazing job
with him. It was like a whole new horse,
and he just got higher and higher over
the jumps.” 
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In the $15,000 Buckeye
Nutrition Futures Prix, Robert
Blanchette (IRL) emerged as the star of
the day and took first place with his
new mount Azmir d’Asbo Z while also
securing third and fifth place at WEC –
Ocala.

“I told him, 'You’re not going to win
today.' I didn’t think I was ready to go
forward on him quite yet because this
was only our second class together. I
had a simple plan – jump clear – but he
felt so perfect. I saw things a bit early,
and it was just enough. He has such a
massive step.”
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World Equestrian Center Winners

Amy Krebs (USA) returned to the top
of the leaderboard once again in

Wilmington with Ike in the
$10,000 Tipperary

Equestrian Welcome Stake. Photo by
Winslow Photography

Alisa Berry scored a career high of 98
aboard her winningest mount, On

Point, in the first round of the $15,000
USHJA National Non-Pro Hunter
Derby sponsored by Shoo-fly to

ultimately maintain her top spot for
victory in Wilmington. Photo by

Winslow Photography

The $24,000 C. Jarvis
Insurance Welcome Prix saw a
change of scenery in the WEC
Stadium. With a license to thrill,

Samantha Schaefer (USA) and James
Bond Hx snagged the win in

Ocala. Photo by Andrew Ryback
Photography

Thirty-two exceptional horse-and-rider
duos showcased their talents in

pursuit of victory, but it was Hayley
Waters Wear and Genuine that
captured the win in the $15,000

USHJA National 3’ Amateur Hunter
Derby. Photo by Andrew Ryback

Photography

Maddie Tosh emerged victorious in
the $15,000 USHJA National 3’ Junior
Hunter Derby riding Chorus with two

flawless performances in Ocala.
Photo by Andrew Ryback

Photography

Jennifer Jones received the highest
score of the circuit – 99 – in the handy

round of the $15,000 UF Veterinary
Hospital USHJA National 3’ Open
Hunter Derby aboard the stylish

Copper Canyon to ultimately gallop
away with yet another Open Derby
victory in Ocala. Photo by Andrew

Ryback Photography

Memorable Moments From World Equestrian Center

Photos by Andrew Ryback Photography and Winslow Photography

Sunday Spotlight

Aaron Vale and Carissimo 25 Photo
by Winslow Photography

This week’s Ocala Sunday Spotlight
shines on a very special horse that is set
to compete next week during the
Longines League of Nations™ North
American Qualifier with Ocala’s very own
hometown hero, Aaron Vale, in the irons.
Meet Carissimo 25, aka ‘Ducky,’ a special
11-year-old Holsteiner gelding who
teamed up with Vale in July of 2023.
Known for his breathtaking style and
impressive scope, Carissimo 25 has
captivated spectators and exhibitors alike
with his talent. We caught up with Vale to
learn more about his impressive partner
ahead of next week’s event.

Read More

Greer Dixon and Cristallo's Carlchen P
Photo by Winslow Photography

This week’s Wilmington Sunday Spotlight
shines on Greer Dixon of Columbus, OH.
The 16-year-old rider from Sugar Run
Farm can be found at WEC – Wilmington
with her favorite partner, Cristallo’s
Carlchen P, in all of the big equitation
classes. Dixon comes to the equitation
ring with a background in the Quarter
Horse industry and has made her first
year showing on the hunter/jumper circuit
a successful one. We caught up with
Dixon to learn more about her journey
and her partnership with "Carl".

Read More

Upcoming Events

World Equestrian Center – Ocala

2024 Winter Spectacular Show Series
Dates 

Winter Spectacular XII: March 20-
24 CSIO5*

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington

2024 Winter in the Midwest Dates 

Winter Classic XV: March 20-24
Winter Classic XVII: April 3-7
Winter Classic XVIII: April 10-14

See Full Event Schedule

Watch Competition Replays On Demand

ClipMyHorse is the official streaming provider for World Equestrian Center and
offers event replays on demand on its website, as well as individual clips
available for purchase. Visit clipmyhorse.tv to watch on demand, plus view and
download your individual clips from competition.

Watch Now

About World Equestrian Center
World Equestrian Center features two premier equestrian and multidisciplinary
venues in Ocala, Florida, and Wilmington, Ohio. 

These exclusive facilities comprise state-of-the-art arenas, expansive stadiums,
versatile outdoor space, sporting fields and well-appointed exposition centers. An
abundance of lodging options and luxury accommodations are conveniently located
on-site, along with shopping and dining throughout each property.

Dedicated to offering great sport and good fun in a family-friendly environment, World
Equestrian Center promises an unparalleled experience for exhibitors, spectators,
vendors, sponsors and retailers built on three core values: Quality. Class. Distinction.

Learn more at wec.net.

Media Contact: 
Justin Garner 
justin.garner@wec.net
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https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=198366&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fworldequestriancenter.com%2Focala-sunday-spotlight-carissimo-25%2F&cfid=4850&vh=04e3096ec88bb9efef6bd2fe13c42bbc30221186a87056be6211731e55adbb48
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=198366&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fworldequestriancenter.com%2Fwilmington-sunday-spotlight-greer-dixon%2F&cfid=4850&vh=b2c011a92a01cc48cbbb6d5c5260fbd6f3b857e5bc6e282587c686946c9966ce
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=198366&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winslowphoto.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=a1c726995b9e562d53496ddb21a7a9dac0be4793a9526dc694c703f5817f3fdf
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=198366&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fworldequestriancenter.com%2Fwilmington-sunday-spotlight-greer-dixon%2F&cfid=4850&vh=b2c011a92a01cc48cbbb6d5c5260fbd6f3b857e5bc6e282587c686946c9966ce
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=198366&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fworldequestriancenter.com%2Fevents%2F&cfid=4850&vh=a5c71d54a29e0f754182d8c2ab8d68266478f775c4e1ab6b0baa806bfdf2ead3
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=198366&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipmyhorse.tv%2Fen_US%2F&cfid=4850&vh=cd8f60fbe96862a4f0f2f7fa204110fcb5d7f428151f39cb5accbb0eceb3a568
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=198366&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipmyhorse.tv%2Fen_US%2F&cfid=4850&vh=cd8f60fbe96862a4f0f2f7fa204110fcb5d7f428151f39cb5accbb0eceb3a568
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=198366&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipmyhorse.tv%2Fen_US%2F&cfid=4850&vh=cd8f60fbe96862a4f0f2f7fa204110fcb5d7f428151f39cb5accbb0eceb3a568
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=198366&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwec.net%2F&cfid=4850&vh=e5757dc280506a439095f91d85edf7af38ce41fea9733cdb2a1a54791be2f4f0
mailto:justin.garner@wec.net

